
Math Homework 
 

Practice is very important in math and serves a number of different objectives. Practice allows 
you to preview a certain idea, reinforce learned concepts and skills, and enrich mathematical 
thinking through a variety of problems.  Practice work will be assigned almost every day and 
these same assignments will be posted online. You are expected to complete and check every 
practice assignment whether or not you were in class that day.  In order to maximize your 
success and growth in math, it is imperative that you put forth your best effort when 
completing the practice work. Your work should be done in pencil, neat, organized, and 
complete. In other words, show all of the work that leads to your final answer. Then, circle your 
final answer.  
 
 
There are many different strategies to solve problems.  As part of your homework, you should 
try to use the new skills and strategies that are being taught in your class.  The more you 
practice a new strategy, the more comfortable you will be at that strategy.  The best 
mathematicians are the ones that can solve problems in multiple ways and are proficient at 
using different solution strategies.  When doing practice work, you should refer to your notes, 
textbook, or classmates for support. As a result, you should attempt every problem 
assigned. Do not leave anything blank.  It’s ok to be stuck, but use your resources to become 
unstuck and attempt the problem or put into words where you became stuck before the next 
math period. 
  
 
Almost as important as completing the practice work is checking the work for accuracy. The 
answer key for each practice assignment will be posted online.  Every student is expected to 
check and correct each practice assignment for accuracy prior to the start of the next math 
class. All corrections should be made in a different color pen.    
 
 
When checking practice work, you should first look at your answer. If your answer is different 
from the key, you should look carefully at your work and the work on the answer key to figure 
out why your answer differs from the key. If you find a mistake in your work, you should correct 
your work so that you redo the problem correctly and find the correct answer. If you find a 
mistake in the key, please bring it to your teacher’s attention during the next math period. You 
should record the number of problems that you needed to correct at the top of the page.       
 
 
 
Analyzing your mistakes will help you become a better learner and will help you meet your 
goals in math this year. When analyzing your mistakes, determine what type of mistake it 
was. Did you make a simple calculation mistake? Did you copy the problem incorrectly? Did you 
make a mistake in just one of your steps that caused you to get the answer wrong? If so, then 
taking more time, being more careful, and completing extra problems should be enough for you 



to master the skill and concept being taught in class. However, if you were really confused and 
did not understand how to solve multiple problems even with the key to help you, you should 
ask your teacher for extra help. Your teacher will be happy to help you. Analyzing your work will 
make you more aware of what you do and do not understand, and will help us figure out what 
we need to do in order for you to master the material.    
 
 
Your teacher understands there may be days when there are problems with the Internet. In 
turn, you need to understand that there may be days when there are problems with the answer 
key. If there are any problems with checking your practice prior to class for whatever reason, 
please tell your teacher.  
 
 
Be sure to use the answer key the way it is intended to be used. Just like copying work from a 
peer is academically dishonest, so too is copying an answer from the key. Be honest with your 
work and maintain your academic integrity so that you can get the most out of your time in 
school.  
 
 
In short, your teacher expects that you: 

 Try your best on every assignment and box or circle final answers 

 Complete your practice on time, in pencil, and bring it to class 

 Show the majority of work as modeled in class  

 Check and correct your practice work by using the answer key 

 Analyze your mistakes and ask for help when needed  
 
 

If there are any questions, please bring it to your teacher’s attention.  
 


